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illustrated. 1824 edition. Excerpt: . . . pontiff distributed the wonder-working relics; and nothing more
lamentable on the other, than the stupid eagerness and devotion with which the deluded multitude received
them, and suffered themselves to be persuaded, that a portion of stinking oil, taken from the lamps which
burned at the tombs of the martyrs, had a supernatural efficacy to sanctify its possessors, and to defend them
from all dangers both of a temporal and spiritual nature. in. Several attempts were made in this century to lay
The . r down a proper and judicious method of explainir. , . ior. mg tne Scriptures. Of this nature were the two
hiej- books of Junilius, the African, concerning the various parts of the divine law f a work destitute of precision
and method, and by which it appears that the author had not sufficient knowledge and penetration for the task
he undertook. Cassiodorus also, in his two books concerning ttiedwine laws, has delivered several rules for the
right interpretation of the holy Scriptures. Philoxenus the Syrian, translated into his native language, the
Psalms of David, and the books of the JVctc Testament. 1 The number of interpreters was considerable in this
century. Those who made the greatest figure among the Greeks in this character, were Procopius of Gaza,
Severus of Antioch, Julian, and a few others; the first was an expositor of no mean abilities. The most eminent
rank among the Latin commentators is due to Gregory the Great, Cassiodorus, Primasius,...
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