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illustrated. 1899. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER VI FATHER WILLIAM F. CLARKE HIS GRAPHIC LETTERS IN RELATION TO
THE COLLEGE THE eighth annual reunion of the Society of Alumni took place on the 26th of June, 1888. Quite a
large number of the members broke bread together on that evening at the Arlington Hotel in Washington. I sat
between Judge William Matthews Merrick, whose death a few months later deprived the College of his matchless
services as centennial orator elect, and Father William Francis Clarke, S. J. They talked of their College days of
fiFy-eight or sixty years before, and told anecdotes of the olden time. Father Clarke said he entered in March,
1829, and although Judge Merrick was the younger, he remarked that he entered a year or two earlier. Father
Clarkes life in the ministry, aFer his graduation in 1833, covered a period of fiFy-seven years. Sanctity was his
distinguishing quality. His reputation was that of a profound theologian. None of his many converts lost the
faith or relapsed into error. Candidates for the priesthood knew when he was objector to their theses, for those
who withstood that battery unscathed deserved well their laurels in. philosophy and theology. He was a
descendant of Robert Clarke, Surveyor-General of Maryland in 1649, wno in time of persecution, professed
himself a Catholic in open court, and was stripped of his wealth and made a prisoner. The sterling qualities of
this early confessor of the faith were transmitted to the Georgetown Jesuit....
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