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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The U.S. Constitution, in Article I, Section 6, authorizes compensation for
Members of Congress ascertained by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. Throughout
American history, Congress has relied on three different methods in adjusting salaries for Members. Specific
legislation was last used to provide increases in 1990 and 1991. It was the only method used by Congress for
many years. The second method, under which annual adjustments took effect automatically unless
disapproved by Congress, was established in 1975. From 1975 to 1989, these annual adjustments were based on
the rate of annual comparability increases given to the General Schedule federal employees. This method was
changed by the 1989 Ethics Act to require that the annual adjustment be determined by a formula based on
certain elements of the Employment Cost Index (ECI). Under this revised process, annual adjustments were
accepted 13 times (scheduled for January 1991, 1992, 1993, 1998, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008,
and 2009) and denied 11 times (scheduled for January 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2007, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
and 2014). Since January 2009, the salary for Members of Congress has been $174,000. Subsequent adjustments
were denied by P.L. 111-8 (enacted March 11, 2009), P.L. 111-165 (May 14, 2010), P.L. 111-322 (December 22, 2010),
P.L. 112-175 (September 28, 2012), P.L. 112-240 (January 2, 2013), and P.L. 113-46 (October 17, 2013). A provision
in the House-passed version of the FY2015 Legislative Branch Appropriations Bill (H.R. 4487, passed on May 1,
2014) would prohibit the scheduled January 2015 adjustment. In the 113th Congress, bills have been introduced
to alter the adjustment procedure, reduce the pay of Members of Congress,...
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