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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers
can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1894 Excerpt: . Thank you so much. That is quite the sort of consent I like, and that is so rare to find--
no fuss, or apologies, or foolish excuses and nonsense, but just the will to assist us, and the kindness of heart
that prompts the will. Perhaps you may not think me skilled enough, Mrs. Hillyard. We will judge of that
presently. Mr. Bilson is all impatience to hear you sing. There! the chorus is over. Come 1 in, Miss Austin, and let
me introduce you to our worthy conductor. To say Mildred was not at all nervous would be false. She knew
some experienced judges were present--none perhaps more criticizing than the young ladies of Hillcross, who
had been very much inclined to look down on Miss Austin. Was she not a mere stranger in the village, they said,
who wore rather shabby mourning? Was she not always in close attendance on her invalid mother, and did she
not decline to join in any amusement that was going on? Mr. and Mrs. Howe and Dora were the only residents
of the place who had called on the Austins, and that was because long ago Mr. Howe and Mr. Austin had been at
college together. True, the vicar and his wife had paid more than one visit to Laurel Lodge, but they of course
called on everybody. Though Mildred was a little timid at first, she determined to do her best, and when Mr.
Bilson struck...
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