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Number: KF27 . 1549 2005zi OCLC Number: (OCoLC)70889055 Subject: Afghanistan -- Politics and government --
2001-. Excerpt: . . . 11 strong Afghan participation in the electoral process and Afghan vigilance against fraud.
While there were some allegations of procedural irregularities and electoral fraud, there appears to have been
nothing systematic that would have influenced the overall conduct of the election. The Electoral Complaints
Commission has re-ceived complaints and is in the process of investigating them. The counting is now taking
place in 32 counting centers and is expected to take 2 - 3 weeks. As the votes are counted, the focus turns to the
seating of the National Assembly. Preparations and support for the new National Assembly are ongoing. The
old Parliament building is being renovated as an interim solution until construction of the new Parliament is
completed. The U. N. has designed a parliamentary support framework called SEAL ( Support to the
Establishment of the Afghan Legislature ), which is divided into two phases. The first phase is designed to
support the estab-lishment of the administrative support structure of parliament. The second phase is designed
to provide training and support to the elected members so that they are aware of their new roles and
responsibilities, as well as continued professional training for the administrative staff. France, India, South
Korea and other countries are providing support to the first phase while U. S. programs will support some ac-
tivities in the first phase and the majority of the activities in the second phase. With Congressional support, the
United States is also implementing projects to accelerate development of grassroots democratic processes and
civil society networks capable of advancing national goals and democratic values, such as respect...
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