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about to attempt it by assault. These parties were scattered with canister, but a shower of shells followed for an
hour or two. A parley was then sounded by the assailants, and a white flag displayed. Two Mexican officers
advanced, and were received by two Americans, who bore to Captain Hawkins a communication from General
Arista. The Mexican commander assured the Americans that General Taylor could not reach them to give them
succour; and that in one hour s time, if they did not surrender, they would be put to the sword. He begged them,
therefore, for humanity s sake, to surrender. After a brief consultation, at which the officers were unanimous in
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