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this tragedy. | would like to say, Mr. Chairman, you were here on September 22, just weeks before a tragedy
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experienced a significant piece of that dis-aster, but | know that your Committee members flew by helicopter
over the mountains just this morning to look one more time, first at the damage, but the remainder only
somewhere at a maximum 10 percent, but more likely five percent of the bark beetle infested trees were
impacted by this fire, which means that lightning strike could lead to an inferno tomorrow. The challenge is still
very, very much ahead of us. And | do not know how we are going to go about eliminating all of those millions
of dead trees, but we must do that and it is going to take years and millions and millions of dollars as well as
effort and man-hour support and the like. Mr. Chairman, as we came in this morning, | noticed some pro-
testers out front with signs who would suggest that maybe we should not cut trees, that maybe there is some
way to do this by waving a magic wand. | absolutely feel strongly for those who are concerned about our
environment. You know of my past involve-ment in air quality questions in California...
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