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United States My Friends and Fellow-citizens: The respected oIicers to whom you have committed the civil
authority of your town, have called you together this day, to mark an occurrence of rare and peculiar interest.
Regarding it as fit that there be some public demonstration of the feelings of this community respecting the
national calamity occasioned by the death of General Zachary Taylor, late President of the United States, they
have invited you to manifest your sympathy on what they have most truly called an aIlicting dispensation; and
have assigned to me the duty of expressing the sentiments appropriate to an event, which is invested with no
ordinary importance and solemnity. In accepting the oIice, however, thus kindly conferred, you will permit me
to premise, that I have not been influenced by any confidence in my powers to do justice to the occasion. I see
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the patriot, the deep knowledge of the practised politician, the high admiration of military renown, would all
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